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My Lokps, 


T”— ſigns of the times are too obvious 
to be miſunderſtood; the deſtruction 

of the Roman ſuperſtition in every coun- 
try, where it is the dominant religion, 
either already is or ſoon will be effected. 
It was formerly, in all its antichriſtian 
idolatry and blaſphemous aſſumption of 
divine powers, the religion of this coun- 
try. The reformation happily rid us of 
many of its abominations; but it behoves 
your lordſhips, as the governors of the 
national church, to look well into our 
B 2 = 
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creeds and ordinances, and at this time 
to conſider, ſeriouſly, whether we ſtill re- 
tain any of the accurſed thing, which has 
called for the vengeance of the Almighty 
upon other nations. God forbid that L 
ſhould diſturb the quiet of the inferior 
orders of the clergy, by expoſing the ſo- 
phiſms of Jortin or Paley, which may have 
reconciled them to the terms of their 
ſubſcription. They have no power to 
help themſelves, and cannot quit their pro- 
feſhon without abandoning their ſubſiſt- 
ence. But with your lordſhips it is not 
{o; you have ſeats in the ſupreme legiſla- 
ture of the realm, and can when you 
pleaſe amend that act of parliament (for 
it is only an act of parliament) which pre- 
ſcribes the mode, in which you are to ex- 
erciſe your high function. And yet (with 
the greateſt reverence for your exalted 
characters I ſpeak it) in no office of our : 
church, is there to be found ſo much of 
that impious aſſumption of divine power 

by 


1 

by the church of Rome, as in that of the 
ordination of prieſts and conſecration of 
biſhops. For what has the pope ever ſaid 
more preſumptuous, or in more impious 
aſſumption of the vicegerency of God; 
than in the taking upon him to forgive 


ſins and to authorize others to forgive 
them likewiſe. Or what blaſphemy has 
the pope ever uttered more abominable, 
than the directing the Holy Ghoſt to enter 
into ſuch men as he thought fit to point 
out; and preſcribing the mode of his di- 
vine operations? If attachment to ſyſtem 
and ancient forms, would allow you to 
exerciſe your own excellent judgments in 
this matter, how would your hearts ſmite 
you, when you pronounced thoſe awful 
words to the young candidate for prieſts 
orders; receive the Holy Ghoſt, for the office 
and work of a prieſt: whoſe fins THOU doſe 
forgive they are forgiven, and whoſe fins 
THOU dof retain they are retamed. And 
you would aſk yourſelves, as the Jews 

aſked 


* aſked Chriſt, who can forgive ſins but 
God only; and who can confer the Holy 
Ghoſt, but the Father and the Son, whoſe 
ſpirit he is, and from whom he proceeds? 
The declaration of Chriſt to Peter, on 
which the church of Rome formed their 
impious pretences to the keys of Heaven, 
and the power of remitting ſins, has lately 
been moſt ably expounded by one of 
your body, the learned Biſhop of Ro- 
cheſter, as far as reſpects the keys of 
heaven. But although every argument 
his lordſhip uſes, to expoſe the futility of 
the Pope's claim to the keys of Heaven, 
under that declaration, is equally appli- 
cable to the claim of remitting ſins; yet, 
(ſuch is the power of ſyſtem over the 
moſt enlightened minds), his lordſhip 
makes a diſtinction, and aſſerts Chriſt to 
have committed that power to his church 
throughout all ages. What his lordſhip 
means by the church of Chrajt, in this in- 
ance, is not eafily to be collected; but E 
| if 
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if we are to underſtand that the power is 
committed to thoſe who practiſe it, then 
your lordſhips alone and the Romiſh 
prieſts, form the church of Chriſt in this 
country; for there are none others who 


either forgive ſins themſelves, or authorize 
others to forgive them. 


=o dangers apprehended from a re- 

form, (as it is 1dly called) in the conſtitu- 
tion of parliament, have no foundation, 
when applied to what is properly termed 
a reform in any office of the church; for 
in the caſe of the parliament there is no 
complete ſyſtem to revert to, no perfect 
model to copy after; as the preſent con- 
ſtitution has grown up out of a far more 
imperfect origin, has undergone many 
alterations and additions; and though 
ſome further beneficial ones may ſtill be 
made, they cannot be of the nature of a 
reform, as that term implies a return to 
what has been before; but muſt be deno- 


minated 


1 
minated anbrovements, and as ſuch liable 
to the hazard of failure, to which all hu- 
man ſpeculations are ſubject; and there- 
fore not to be ventured upon without 
great neceſſity, and carried into execution 

with the utmoſt circumſpection. But in 
our religious concerns, we have the moſt 
perfect model to copy after, and the in- 
ſtructions of the bleſſed author of our re- 
ligion to direct us in the work. There is, 
therefore, no hazard of miſtake, no ſpe- 
culation but ſure and certain ground to 
proceed on: and more eſpecially in re- 
ſpect to your lordſhip's high function, is 
there the cleareſt directions, and moſt ſhin- 
ing examples. Conſult the paſtoral let- 
ters of St. Paul to the only biſhops, (Ti- 
mothy and Titus) to whom there is any 
proof that the Holy Ghoſt was ever given; 
and you will there find full and complete 
patterns to copy after. And ſurely it is 
highly preſumptuous in any future paſtor 
of Chriſt's flock, to aſſume powers and 
authorities 


EY I 
authorities which neither of thoſe inſpired 
biſhops exerciſed. Aſk yourſelves, then, 
if there be any expreſſion in thoſe epiltles, 
which can be tortured to confer a power 
to beſtow the Holy Ghoſt, and to pre- 
ſcribe its operations, or to forgive ſins? 
much leſs to authorize thoſe miniſters, 

whom they ſhould ordain, to do either. 
I fay preſcribe to the Holy Ghoſt, the mode 
of his operations; becauſe, when any 
prieſt, to whom you have thus given the 

Holy Ghoſt, is afterwards conſecrated a 
biſhop, you do not think his former inſpi- 
ration, being only for the office and work 
of a prieſt, adequate to his new function; 
and, therefore, you, a ſecond me, direct 
the Holy Ghoſt to enter into him for ano- 
ther purpoſe, viz. for the office and work 
of a biſhop: and you remind him to ſtir 
up the grace of God, which is given him 
(in addition as it ſhould ſeem to the gift 


M the Holy Ghoſt) by the Zhen. _ 
on of wvour hands. 


C There 
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There are, indeed, ſeveral inftances re- 


corded of the Holy Ghoſt inſpiring per- 


ſons, (that is, endowing them with the gifts 
of prophecy and of tongues, to enable 
them to preach the goſpel in divers coun- 


tries), on whom the apoſtles had laid their 


hands, as ordaining them for the miniſtry. 
And Simon, of Samaria, conceiving that 
by their laying on hands, they actually 
confered thoſe giſts, offered the apoſtles 
money to give him the like power. But 
Peter's anſwer is a full proof that they 
never aſſumed that power to themſelves. 
Thy money, ſays he, periſh with thee, be- 
cauſe thou has thought the g/, God may 
be purchaſed with money. And the in- 
{lances of the Holy Ghoſt, that is, the gift of 
tongues and of prophecy, being beſtowed 
on perſons; in the caſe of Cornelius, who 
had neither been baptiſed, or had the apo- 
ſtles hands laid upon them; is further evi- 
dence of the fact. I have diligently read 
the whole account of the apoſtles proceed- 


ings 
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ings aſter Chriſt's aſcenſion, and after he 


had ſent the Holy Ghoſt to illuminate 


them, and I have not found a ſingle in- 


itance of any of them taking upon himſelf 
to forgive fins, or to direct the Holy Ghoſt 
to enter into any one. Whence then, may 
I aſk, do your lordſhips derive this 
power, and after whoſe example do you 
exerciſe or authorize others to exerciſe 
it? Happily, indeed, your Proteſtant 
flock are ſo well acquainted with the 
ſcriptures, that they place no rehance 
upon the abſolution of either prieſts or 
biſhops, but look up to Chriſt only as their 
propitiation and mediator with the Fa- 
ther, from whom alone they hope for re- 
miſſion of their ſins. And as it is only 
in the office of the viſitation of the fick, 


that the prieſt is required to exerciſe this 
impious authority, with which he is more 
impiouſly told he is inveſted, of abſolv- 
ing ſinners: the intire omiſſion of the 


obnoxtous words I have quoted, in the 
62 ordination 
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ordination of a prieſt, would be atteade. 
with no inconvenience, or ever be com- 
plained of. For there 1s ſcarcely a curate 
in the kingdom, ſo little mindful of his 
own ſalvation, or ſo little careful of ſhock- 
ing the ears of any of his pariſhioners, as 
to pronounce thoſe blaſphemous words, 
appointed for him in the office of viſitation 
of the ſick, viz. © By his (Chriſt's) autho- 
© raty committed to ME, I abſolve thee from 
* all thy fins.” 5 


This omiſſion, I preſume, your lord- 
ſhips may make of yourſelves, without 
any amendment of the act of uniformity, 
{as no court of law in the kingdom would 
ſay a prieſt's ordination was incomplete, 
without thoſe words were pronounced 
by the officiating biſhop), and there- 
by relieve yourſelves from the dreadful 
crime of ſo impious an aſſumption of di- 


vine power. But I am anxious on ac- 


count of the nation, that the words ſhould 


be 
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be directed to be omitted by act of par- 


liament, as the means of averting the di- 


vine diſpleaſure, for having made them a 
part of the religion of the ſtate: and there 
is no time to be loſt in doing it; for what 
avails our faſtings and deprecations of the 


divine wrath, while we retain in our moſt 


ſacred offices, the moſt abominable of 
thoſe antichriſtian claims, which have fo 
viſibly wrought the deſtruction of the 


church of Rome. For your own ſakes, 


therefore, for the ſake of the eccleſiaſtical 
eſtabliſhment, of which you are the go- 
vernors, for the ſake of the monarchy, 
which it 1s your duty to ſupport, for the 
fake of our happy conſtitution, which 1s 
threatened to be ſubverted, for the ſake 
of all the ſubjects of the realm, and for 
the ſake of the whole Chriſtian world, I 


implore your lordſhips to caſt away this 


accurſed thing, this foul garment of the 

Romiſh proſtitute, this impious ſtamp of 

the beaſt, whoſe name 1s blaſphemy. 
There 


E 


There are many other things in our ar- 


ticles, liturgy, and oflices, which call loud- 


ly for amendment; and which, agreeably 
to my declaration in my late publication, 
* Conſiderations on the Univerſality and 
* Uniformity of the Theocracy, I ſhall 
point out at a leſs purturbed ſeaſon, if 
indeed the good providence of the Al- 
mighty ſhould permit ſuch a ſeaſon, to 


arrive. For however it may ſurpriſe and 


alarm your lordſhips, I am free to pledge 


myſelf, to prove to the conviction of all 


Chriſtian men, that whoever diligently 
compares the Revelations, which God has 
made of himſelf by Moſes, by the Prophets, 


and by his ſon Jeſus Chriſt, and his Apo- 
Rles; with the articles, the creeds, the li- 


turgy, and offices of the church of Eng- 
land, will be unable to form a notion of 
the Deity, conjfi/tent with ihe whole. Nor 
will he be able to ſatisfy himſelf, what is 
the preciſe notion of the Deity, which the 
church of England intends he ſhould 

form. 
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form. And if we conſider the events 
which are paſſing before our eyes, it will 


not appear preſumptuous to expect, that 


the ſpeedy reform of thoſe abuſes in our 
religious ordinances, whichareſo offenſive 
tothe Deity, and repugnant to his revealed 
will and our Chriſtian profeſſion,may be the 
means of turning away the divine wrath, 
and of our being ſuffered to continue in 


the enjoyment of our happy conſtitution, 


and the free exerciſe of our holy religion. 


Let me, then, intreat your lordſhips, to 


take this paper into your cloſets, and lay- 
ing aſide all political or ſyſtematical pfe- 


judices, all vain fears of the conſequences 


of making any reform; conſider that 
you are the miniſters of a ſovereign, who 
declared, that his kingdom was not of this 
wo)ld, and that his ſervants were not to 


conduct themſelves by maxims of world- 


ly policy. Dare to do right, and leave 
the event to his good providence: and if 
an | example of the conlegye! nces of a con- 


trary 
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trary conduct will be of any uſe, recol- 


lect the fate of the Order of Jeſuits, whoſe 
Superior, Ricci, had been repeatedly ad- 
viſed, and earneſtly intreated by the Pope, 


to attend to the repreſentations made to 


him of the neceſſity of a reform; but who 
would condeſcend to give no other an- 
fwer to the pontiff, than in theſe ſix Latin 
words: Sint ut funt aut non ſint. That your 


lordſhips may not, by adopting the ſame 


maxim, incur the like calamity, is the fer- 
vent prayer of a well wiſher to the cle- 
rical hierarchy, as eſtabliſhed by the _ 
tles, a ſincere Chriſtian, and 
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